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Henry laid deep the foundations of royal power: under ,
his more famous son it rose into a stable edifice. Otto's ;
coronation feast at Aachen, where the great nobles of the '
realm did him menial service, where Franks, Bavarians, I
Suabians, Thuringians, and Lorrainers gathered round :he ;
Saxon monarch, is the inauguration of a true Teutonic 1
realm, which, though it called itself not German but Z.ist>
Prankish, and claimed to be the lawful representitive of j
the Carolingian monarchy, had a constitution and a ten- j
dency in many respects different.                                     j
There had been under those princes a singular mix-;
ture of the old German organization by tribes or districts
jf the so-called Gauverfassung), such as we find in the;
earliest records, with the method introduced by Charles of
maintaining by means of officials, some fixed, others
moving from place to place, the control of the central j
government In the suspension of that government which
followed his days, there grew up a system whose seeds
had been sown as far back as the time of Clovis, a system
whose essence was the combination of the tenure of land
by military service with a peculiar personal relation be-
tween the landlord and his tenant, whereby the one was
bound to render fatherly protection, the other aid and
obedience. This is not the place for tracing the origin of
feudality on Roman soil, nor for shewing how, by a sort
of contagion, it spread into Germany, how it struck firm
root in the period of comparative quiet under Pipin and j
Charles, how from the hands of the latter it took the im-
press which determined its ultimate form, how the weak-
ness of his successors allowed it to triumph even-where.
Still less would it be possible here to examine its social
and moral influence. Politically it might be defined as
the system which made the owner of a piece of land,